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Wings Over Water Fliesinto the Outer Banks

Wings Over Water isan annual naturefestival that drawsvisi-
tors from all over the country to experience the unique land-
scape, beaches, dunes, marshes, swamps and inland forests of
the Outer Banks, while aso participating in their choice of
more than 100 different birding, natural history, outdoor rec-
reation or paddling programs. Thisyear’s event is scheduled
for November 2-7.

The 27-page registration booklet for the 2004 Wings Over
Water isavailable by contacting the Outer Banks Chamber of
Commerce at 252-441-8144. For more information, visit
WWW.Wingsoverwater.org.

“Like past celebrations, we have new exciting events to en-
tertain even the most seasoned Wings Over Water partici-
pants,” said Angie Brady-Daniels, Vice-President of Public
Relations at the Outer Banks Chamber of Commerce. “With
programs like The Maze Kayak, the Scuppernong River Pon-
toon Boat Tour, Ghost Town Birding on Portsmouth Island
and the new Drive Back in History, participantsare sureto get
their fill of great wildlife experiences and ataste of culturein
the process. Whether you're a wildlife novice or a serious
naturalist, these are simply wonderful opportunities.”

This off-season event is sponsored by the US Fish and Wild-
life Service, the Outer Banks Chamber of Commerce, the
National Park Service, Coastal Wildlife Refuge Society and
the Carolina Bird Club, along with generous support from a
number of local clubs, councils, and businesses.

-
Important Dates to Remember!!!

November 20, 2004 4:30 pm at the Dunes Restaurant
- Annual Volunteer Awards Banquet. All refuge
volunteers and staff areinvited. Please RSVPto
AniciaMartinez at 252-473-1131 ext 221.

December 9, 2004 1:00 pm at the upstairs Confer-
ence Room of the USFWS officein Manteo- Annual
M ember ship M eeting of Coastal Wildlife Refuge
Society. If you are amember or wish to become a
member, please plan to attend!

Local Refuges and Partners Track Pintail
Migration — Follow Those Birds!

Working with representatives from the North CarolinaWildlife
Resources Commission (NCWRC) and United States Geol ogical
Survey (USGS), U. S. Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS)
biologists trapped several Northern Pintails at Pea Island,
Mattamuskeet, and Pocosin Lakes National Wildlife Refuges
late last winter. Ten healthy female pintails were sdlected and
outfitted with lightweight transmitters attached with body
harnesses, like backpacks. These transmitters send signals to
satellites, which relay information every six daysto researchers
and biologists. The project aso tracks pintails from Maryland,
New Jersey, Virginia, South Caroling, and Florida.

“Following the movement of these birds will allow us a better
overall understanding of the dynamicsof our winter population,”
explained Dennis Stewart, wildlife biologist at Alligator River
and Pealdand Refuges. “We'll discover the path they takefrom
the wintering grounds to their breeding grounds farther north -
and back again - aswell asinformation on nesting success and
sources of mortality.”

Although pintails are historically one of the most numerous
wintering species on North Carolina s coast, their numbershave
been decreasing. Nationwide, pintail harvest strategiesare based
oninformation drawn from the central and western populations,
where the majority of pintails are found. Results of the tracking
project could lead to regul ations and management practicesthat
are better suited to this region’s wintering pintails.

“Thesatellite datawill enable usto improve our management of
pintails,” Stewart continued. “1t'sbeen exciting to cooperatewith
state and federal agencies on this, when we work together, we
can accomplish alot more than working alone.”

The NCWRC is providing updated information on the pintail
project at their website, www.ncwildlife.comv/index.htm. Follow
thelink to Wildlife Speciesand Conservation, subtopic“ species’
and then “ Satellite Tracking of Northern Pintails’. Maps and
information are available to track the pintails migration. Pintall
#44681 from Pocosin Lakes National Wildlife Refuge was
tracked to Northern Quebec! The Maryland Department of
Natural Resources has aso posted maps from all six states
involved inthe project at www.dnr.state.md.us/wildlife/pintail s/
afcpproject.html.




National Awards Earned by L ocals!

Bonnie Strawser, Alligator River National Wildlife Refuge
Wildlife Interpretive Specialist since 1980, received the
American Recreation Coalition’s Legends for her work with
conceiving and leading Wings Over Water. The Legends
Award, presented during Great Outdoors Week, honors
outstanding federal employees for significant contributionsto
enhancement of the nation’s outdoor recresation resources,
facilities and experiences, especialy on public lands.

MikeBryant, Refuge Manager for Alligator River and Pealdland
National Wildlife Refuges, was selected by the National Wildlife
RefugeAssociation and the Nationd Fish and Wildlife Foundation
asthe 2004 winner of the Paul Kroegdl Award for Refuge Manager
of the Year. Bryant received numerous nominationsfor theaward,
including severa present and past staff and refuge volunteers,
members of the Coastal Wildlife Refuge Society, and
representativesof local, state, and national conservation agencies
and organizations. Established to recognize outstanding
accomplishment in the protection and management of the National
Wildlife Refuge System, the Paul Kroegel award honorsthefirst
manager of Pelican Island, the first national wildlife refuge
established in 1903. Kroegel'sdedication and effectivenessset a
high standard for those who followed.

The North Carolina Chapter of the Soil and Water Conservation
Society recognized the contributions of the Coastal Wildlife
Refuge Society and Refuge Manager Mike Bryant at its annual
banquet on January 4, 2004. The Coastal Wildlife Refuge Society
received the Chapter’sMerit Award, which recognizethe Society’s
contributions to the programs at Pea Idland, Alligator River,
Mackay Idand and Currituck National Wildlife Refuges. The
Society raisesfunds, recruits and coordinates volunteersfor bird
walks and sea turtle programs, provides educational materials,
and supported the construction and volunteer staffing of avisitor
center at Pealdand Refuge.

The Chapter aso cited Refuge Manager Mike Bryant with the
Natural Resource Enhancement Award. They praised Mike for
hismanagement of adiverse and complex program on therefuges.
The Society also recognized hisleadership withinteragency efforts
to manage the public infrastructure around Pea Idand Refuge
while maintaining the Fish and Wildlife Service's mission and
the Refuge’s original purposes for establishment. The Soil and
Water Conservation Society is an organization of professional
conservationists dedicated to the conservation of soil, water, and
other natural resources.

Public Use Survey on Eight L ocal Refuges

Theyear-long public use survey, planned more than ayear ago,
has officially begun. Volunteerswill be conducting these sur-
veys on Alligator River, Back Bay, Great Dismal Swamp,
Mackay |sland, Mattamuskeet, Pea |sland, and Pocosin Lakes
National Wildlife Refuges. Stay tuned for the results!

Red Wolf Update

This spring brought a record number of red wolf pupsto the
wilds of northeastern North Carolina. Biologists with the
USFWS Red Wolf Recovery Program found 55 red wolf pups
in 11 litters and added two more pups to the count, via
fostering, when a pair of female red wolf pupswas transferred
from a captive facility on BullsIdand at Cape Romain National
Wildlife Refuge in South Carolina, to the wild red wolf
population in northeastern North Carolina. Just two weeks old,
the sister pups were selected for their rare genes and placed in
separate denswith wild red wolf pups of identical age. The
captive-born sisters were adopted by wild foster mothers and
will likely be raised within their respective packs.

Captive-to-wild fostering events are a new method which
allows genetically valuable captive-born red wolf pupsto
become integrated into the wild red wolf population. The pups
develop in thewild, so that they gain surviva skillsrequired to
mature and reproduce.

The Red Wolf Recovery Program was al so able to measure the
success of a previous fostering attempt that took placein 2002.
Two years ago, a bold experiment placed two pups from the
North CarolinaZoological Park into awild den containing two
pups of identical age. The male and female pups were
successfully adopted by their wild foster mother and raised
within the pack. During the following spring of 2003, the two
captive-born yearlings remained with their adopted pack and
helped raise anew litter of pups. This spring, biologists were
hopeful that each of the zoo-born red wolves would produce
litters of their own.

The male zoo-born wolf, displaced from his adopted pack and
forced to establish arange of his own, was successful in
securing the apha position of another established pack, just in
timefor breeding season. Biologists are celebrating the
discovery of alitter of eight puppiesthat were fathered by the
zoo-born male.

In mid-April, atelemetry intern detected a mortality signal
from the zoo-born femal€’s radio tracking collar. When the
female's body was recovered, al symptoms pointed to
complications with pregnancy. “We are saddened at theloss,
but are encouraged by her ability to adapt successfully to the
wild before dying of natural causes,” comments Buddy Fazio,
Team Leader of the Red Wolf Recovery Program.

The red wolf, a species that was on the brink of extinction, now
roams 1.5 million acresin northeastern North Carolina. Over
100 red wolves comprise the world's only wild population of
this endangered canid. An intensive captive breeding program,
involving 36 zoos and captive facilities, manages 154 captive
red wolves, including 14 newly-born pups. The Red Wolf
Recovery Program is conducted by the U.S. Fish & Wildlife
Service under the authority of the U.S. Endangered SpeciesAct
of 1973.
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Biological Program

Alligator River Nationa Wildlife Refuge

The black bear project completed data collection in mid-August.
Over 1,800 hair sampleswere collected from baited, barbed-wire
corrals. Genetic anayseswill be done on hair ssmplesand, from
the number of " capture/recaptures,” areasonably accurate popula:
tion estimate will be developed.

A contract has been awarded to assess the current satus of red-
cockaded woodpecker cavity trees. Trailsto known cavity trees
have been impassable since Hurricane Isabel. The contractor will
use ahelicopter to complete the hurricane damage assessment with
regardsto known cavity trees. Locationsfor any new cavity trees
will be recorded during the survey.

Amphibian monitoring for contaminant assessment continued
this year. Results have been sporadic dueto the selection of sample
stesand dternating wet/dry/wet weether.

Pealdand Nationa Wildife Refuge

322 |east tern and 6 common tern nests were documented on the
refuge this summer. Although totd fledglingsisunknown, the birds
hed avery successful nesting season. American oystercatchers
have had a successful nesting season thisyear with 8-12 chicks.

Turtle Patrol season isover and Turtle Watch timeisupon us.
The season was extremely dow with 7 fase crawls and one nest
(believed to be a Green seaturtle) that was relocated to the safety
zone. Turtle Watch will continue through incubetion day 80 or until
the nest hatches.

Much effort hasgoneinto ATV training for seff, interns, and
volunteersinvolved with the Turtle Program. To date, 51 partici-
pants have attended 9 training sessons. All training has been
conducted to the ATV Sfety Indtitute's Rider Course sandards.

Impoundment water management wastimed to provide
optimum hebitat for goring and fal shorebird migration. Numbers
pecked in late May at 13,806 total birds. The most abundant
specieswasthe semi-palmated sandpiper at approximately 6,400.
Asof thiswriting, fal migration istill underway.

Dredging at Oregon Inlet with digposal on the Refuge beach
will began in September. Based upon current information, 400,000
- 600,000 cubic yards of sand may be dredged.

TheN. C. Department of Transportation completed sprigging
American beach grass and sea 0ats on the dunes constructed during
the post-Isabd recovery period. Sand fencing isbeing used to
further stabilize some of these dunes.

In memory of Adele Mathers Gould, a donation was made
to the Pealsland Visitor Center by her heirs and family.

A Note of Apology...

If you' vebeen ontherefuge mailing list for awhile, you' ve prob-
ably noticed that the newd etter has not been arriving at expected
intervals. Wingswas originally established as a quarterly news-
letter. For the past two years, it has been published only once
each year.

CWRS has been graciousis contributing fundsto cover the costs
of printing and mailing. Staff time has been the primary limiting
factor with having the newdetter printed regularly. Itisour hope
that the 2005 calendar year will see Wings back on schedule.
Thanksfor your patience.

If there are items we have missed that you would like to see in
one of the next editions, please remind us by calling 252-473-
1131 ext 230 or sending your comments to
bonnie_strawser@fws.gov.

New Workamper Opportunities - Thanksto CWRS!

Alligator River National Wildlife Refuge has a new facility
designed with volunteersin mind. Dubbed the“Volunteer Pod”,
the refuge has constructed a site with pads and hook-ups for
RV’s. Thesite, located near theintern housing on Buffalo City
Road, will also offer a small cabin with shower and laundry
facilites, atv/dvd player/vcr, and a computer with internet ac-
cess. The cabin will serve as a*“common area” to be used by
workampers and interns. Except for basic site work (hauling
and grading fill and gravel), the facility has been funded 100%
by the Coastal Wildlife Refuge Society. We plan to have the
“Volunteer Pod” operational by January, 2005.

Special thanksto theAlligator River maintenance crew for their
support and hard work in getting this project accomplished!

Board of Directors

Tom White, Jr., President (252) 473-3512
Bob Webster, Vice President (252) 473-5233
Dru Ferrence, Secretary (252) 441-0510
Warren Davis, Treasurer (252) 261-2702
Ruth Polnisch, Wings Chair. (252) 473-5414
Vacant, Mem. Chair.

Stew Whittle, Sales Chair. (252) 255-0705
Bonnie W. Strawser, Ref. Liaison (252) 473-1131

Helping the Refuge through CWRS

Please check the second line of your Wings mailing label mem-
bership renewal information. If you've joined the Society, it
will list themonth/year that you last paid your dues. By keep-
ing your membership current, you're helping the Society pay
for important Refuge work. Any donation ($10, $50, or any
amount over!!) helps! Mail membership dues /donations to
CWRS, PO Box 1808, Manteo, NC 27954.
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Sixty Second I nterview- Landon L oveall (Student
Cooperative Education Program) served one coop session with
Pea ldand and Alligator River National Wildlife Refugesthis
summer.

What isyour educational background?

| am currently enrolled as a Natural Resources Management
major with a concentration in Wildlife Biology at the
University of Tennessee at Martin with an expected graduation
date of May 2005.

How long have you been with the USFish & Wildlife
Service, and where?

Thisis my second summer working with the Fish & Wildlife
Service. Previoudly, | worked at Tennessee National Wildlife
Refugein Paris, TN, as part of the Student Temporary
Experience Program (STEP). Thissummer | am working here
at Alligator River NWR as a participant in the Student Career
Experience Program (SCEP).

What is SCEP?

SCEPisaprogram for current students which the US Fish &
Wildlife Service uses to recruit future employees. To fulfill the
requirements of SCER, | work 640 hours during the summers
while pursuing my degree.

After completing SCEP, wherewill you go?

| will start off my permanent USFWS career either here at
Alligator River Refuge or on another refuge as an Assistant
Refuge Manager.

Wheredoyou live?

I’'m from Portland, Tennessee. Itisasmal, rura town located
an hour north of Nashville, TN. My father, mother and little
sister live there in a house with 10 acres where we raise sheep.

What areyour professional goals?

After completing my SCEP hours and graduating in May, |

plan to move into an Assistant Refuge Manager position on a
refuge in the Southeast region. From there, | will transfer every
2-4 years until | become a Refuge Manager. | would
eventualy liketo work on arefuge in one of the western states
- particularly Colorado.

Do you have any hobbies?

| enjoy any and all outdoor activities. I've had alot of fun this
summer getting to fish and spend time on the beach here at the
Outer Banks. | also enjoy sports such as basketball and
participating in aphysical fithess program.

Haveyou ever been to the Outer Banks before?

No, this summer is my first experience with the Outer Banks,
which adds another dimension to my SCEP experience. I've
had awonderful time so far, and | lovethe area. Everyonein
the area has been very friendly and welcoming.

U.S. Fish and Wildife Service

U.S.
FISH & WILDLIFE
SERVICE

P.O. Box 1969
Manteo, North Carolina 27954

Alligator River National Wildlife Refuge
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